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Nests

Most birds build nests to hold their eggs
and shelter their young. There are many
different kinds of nests. One type of nest is
made from bits of grass growing on the shore
of the water. Another, built in a tree, might be
woven with twigs and must be strong enough
to resist rain and wind.

What Is a Bird?

Today there are about 9,000 different kinds
of birds living all over the world. Some birds
live on land, others on water. Every one of
them has feathers, two legs, two wings (except
penguins, who have flippers) and a bill, or beak.



Territory
The area around a bird’s nest is called its
territory. A male bird will often fight with
other birds that come too close. Some types of
sea birds build their nests right next to each
other. These sea birds will only fight if one
bird puts its beak right into another sea birds
nest. An eagle, on the other hand, claims
several square miles for its territory.

Eggs

Every bird hatches from an egg. Some birds
lay only one egg a year. Others, like chickens,
can lay as many as 350 a year. For an egg to
hatch, it must be kept warm. Often the
mother and father birds take turns sitting on
the eggs to keep them warm.

Most baby birds have a little knob at the
end of their beak called an egg tooth. The
baby uses this “tooth” to crack open the shell
when it is ready to come out.



Flight

Birds have small, thin bones that are just
strong enough to support their bodies. A bird’s
long bones are hollow and light. This lightness
helps the bird when it flies through the air.
More than half of a bird's weight is muscle.
Most of this muscle is in the bird’s breast and
is used to move the bird’s wings.

Feathers shape the bird's wings so that it
can fly. The feathers also keep the bird's body
warm. Birds that live in cold regions have
longer, fluffier feathers than birds that live in
warmer climates.

Migration

Many birds migrate, or travel a great
distance, when the seasons change. Birds that
spend their summers in the north, fly south
when the weather begins to get very cold. In
this way migratory birds can live in the
climate that is best for them.

The birds that travel the greatest distance
to migrate are the arctic terns. These birds
travel about 11,000 miles each way between
their summer and winter homes.



Not all birds who have wings can fly. The
ostrich cannot fly, but it can move very
quickly. The ostrich can run as fast as 50
miles per hour for short distances. It is the
largest living bird, and can grow to 8 feet tall.
A large ostrich may weigh over 300 pounds.

The myth that an ostrich buries its head in
the sand when it is frightened is not true.

The penguin is another bird that cannot fly.
These birds stand upright and move about by
waddling on land and swimming in the ocean.
A penguin's wings function as flippers. These
flippers, along with the penguins’ webbed feet,
make them very strong swimmers.

Penguins spend most of their time in the
water. A female emperor penguin comes out of
the water to lay a single egg. The male
emperor penguin keeps the egg warm until it
hatches. For two months he cares for the egg,
never returning to the water even for food.
After the egg hatches, the female returns, and
the male goes back to the water to find food
for himself and his penguin chick.



Most birds do not fly very high in the sky. While some birds are very colorful to attract

This is not true of the condor. In South attention to themselves, others blend into the
America a condor flying at 20,000 feet once hit land where they live. The snowy owl is white
an airplane. like the snow. This makes it hard to see. The
A condor is a large vulture. Its food is mostly snowy owl is a nocturnal animal. This means
the bodies of animals. A condor is the largest that it comes out at night to hunt for its food.

flying bird. It can have a wingspan of 10 feet
and can weigh as much as 25 pounds.
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Gulls are fishing birds that are gray on top
and white below. Fishing birds always have
white feathers on their undersides. When they
fly over fish in the water, the fish think these
birds are white clouds floating by. This is how
the gulls can sneak up and catch them.

There are more than 300 different kinds of
hummingbirds. The bee hummingbird is the
smallest bird in the world. It is only about 2
inches long and weighs 1/10 ounce. Without
its feathers, the body of the bee hummingbird
would be no bigger than that of a bumblebee.
Other hummingbirds are larger. The South
American giant hummingbird can be about
8 inches long.

A hummingbird's wings can beat as fast as
75 times per second. It is the humming sound
made by its wings that gives this bird its name.

O% o, Gkt OF o NV



A toucan is one of the noisiest forest birds. The kiwi is a very shy bird that lives in the

This tropical bird has a very large colorful forests of New Zealand. The kiwi is a nocturnal
beak and a feather-shaped tongue. A toucan’s animal. It hides during the day and comes out
beak may be black, blue, brown, green, red, at night for food. The kiwi cannot fly. Unlike
white, yellow or a mixture of these colors. all other birds, it has nostrils at the tip of its
Birds that live in the tropics are often very bill. The kiwi uses these nostrils to find
colorful. These bright colors are thought to be earthworms, insects and berries in the dark

useful to birds when they are attracting their

night forest.
mates.
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