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The word dinosaur means “terrible lizard” Then, about 65 million years ago, the
in Greek. Dinosaurs were not really lizards at dinosaurs all died. Today there are no
all. But this is the name that was given to a dinosaurs left. For a very long time, people had
family of animals that ruled the earth for | no idea that these creatures had ever existed.
more than 140 million years. There were {,
hundreds of different kinds of dinosaurs. ¢ g
There were very big dinosaurs and very small e, '
dinosaurs. Some ate meat; others ate only
plants.




About the time your great, great,
grandparents were children, a young man
named Richard Owen was making a map of
the underground tunnels in a coal mine.
While he worked he discovered many fossils in
the earth’s crust. Fossils are pieces or traces
left in the earth by animals and plants that
lived many years ago. Owen studied fossils all
his life. Some of the fossils he found looked
very different from the bones of any animals
he had ever seen before.

For the next 150 years, people all over the
world continued to dig in the earth looking for
more dinosaur fossils. Scientists today still
study these fossils to try to learn more about
what life was like on earth millions of years ago.




When people think of dinosaurs, they usually
think of enormous animals. But little Saltopus
was the size of a cat and only weighed about
two pounds. This dinosaur may have been
small, but it was fierce. Saltopus could run
quickly on its two hind legs. Its five-fingered
hands and very sharp teeth made Saltopus a
scary creature to other little animals.

Some of the dinosaurs had bones in their
heads that formed fancy crests.
Dilophosaurus was one of them. This
medium-sized dinosaur had two high crests
on top of its head.

Like Saltopus, Dilophosaurus had strong
legs and could run very fast. But
Dilophosaurus was twenty feet long with very
sharp claws. Little animals weren't the only
ones who had to watch out for this meat-eater.



Brachiosaurus was one of the largest
dinosaurs that ever lived. This giant grew as
large as 40 feet tall and 85 feet long. It
weighed as much as ten large elephants
together! Brachiosaurus was a plant-eater.
Like the giraffe today, it used its very long
neck for reaching the leaves on the tops of the
tallest trees.
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Stegosaurus looked a little like an armored
tank. It was about the same size as an elephant,
with bony plates running down its back. On its
tail were four sharp spikes that came in handy
if Stegosaurus had to defend itself against a
meat-eater sneaking up from behind.

Lambeosaurus was a duck-billed dinosaur
with a hatchet-like crest on its head. Its skin
was covered with tiny bumps. These dinosaurs
had small hooves on their toes that made it
easy for them to run away from their
meat-eating enermies.
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Some dinosaurs had horns to protect All the way from the tip of its nose to the

themselves. The largest of these was top of its tail, Euoplocephalus was covered
Triceratops. This plant-eater had a horn on with bony plates and little spikes. At the end
its nose and two huge horns on top of its ‘ of its ten-foot tail, Euoplocephalus had a bony
head. Triceratops also had very tough skin. All '| club. If a meat-eater wasn't discouraged by all
of this made it a difficult meal for most those spikes and plates, Euoplocephalus could
meat-eaters. use the club on its tail to bash its enemy.
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Tyrannosaurus &
Rex .
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Triceratops and Euoplocephalus were
among the last of the dinosaurs to live on
earth. These two plant-eaters were lucky to
have such good built-in protection. At the
same time lived Tyrannosaurus Rex, the
dinosaur that many scientists believe was the
fiercest meat-eater of all time.

Tyrannosaurus Rex was about 50 feet long
and had sixty dagger-like teeth in its enormous
jaws. It had sharp, strong claws on its feet.
Scientists wonder why a creature as fierce as
Tyrannosaurus Rex had such tiny arms and
only two fingers on each “hand.”

About 65 million years ago, all of the
dinosaurs, along with many other types of
animals, died. No one is really sure exactly
why this happened. There are many different
ideas. Scientists today continue digging up
and studying dinosaur fossils. Through their
research, they hope to discover what
happened to these amazing creatures.
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