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There are so many different kinds of
animals in the world, scientists cannot even
count them all. Over a million different types
of animals have been named so far. Every year
many new animals are discovered.

Animals live in all different kinds of places.
Each is specially suited to where it lives. That
is why animals in different places eat different
kinds of foods and have different ways of
dealing with the world around them.




Some animals live in the temperate forests.
Most of these are small in size, enabling them
to move about under the bushes. There are
many birds in the forests that nest and fly
among the trees. Worms and insects and
berries are plentiful for their food.

One of the largest animals that lives in the
forest is the moose. The moose is a member of
the deer family. It likes to live where there are
swamps and lakes. The bull moose, or male,
has large, heavy antlers on its head. Every
winter the moose’s antlers fall off. Every
spring he grows a new pair.




High on top of the mountains it is often
very cold. Not many animals make their
homes there, except insects and spiders. Along
the sides of the mountains there are rocky
cliffs. Goats and sheep are able to climb these
cliffs. Many very small animals live among the
rocks. Birds often make their nests there.

The eagle is a large, powerful bird that lives
in many different parts of the world. Many
eagles make their nests on the sides of cliffs.
An eagle has very good eyesight. This makes it
a good hunter because it can see things that
are far, far away.



In the tropical rain forest, it is always hot
and wet. Trees can grow more than 150 feet
tall. Trees and vines crowd close together
forming a canopy that lets very little light
enter the underneath levels of the forest. The
rain forests are the home of monkeys and
apes and other animals that are able to climb
in the trees. Birds make their nests in the
branches. Like the parrot, birds in the rain
forest are often very bright and colorful.

Cobras live in warm areas in many parts of
the world. Some cobras use poisonous fangs to
bite their victims; others "spit” poison into
their victims' eyes. The king cobra is the
largest poisonous snake in the world.

Snake charmers usually remove the
poisonous fangs from cobras before they use
them in their acts. The charmer pretends the
snake is swaying to music he plays on a flute.
Actually, the snake does not sway to the
music. It sways because it is trying to stay in
front of the charmer, moving from side to side
as he does.
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Animals that live in the desert must often
go for days without any water. They have
different ways of keeping cool when the sun is
hottest. Some bury themselves in the ground;
others find shady places under rocks and
plants. At night, when the desert becomes
cool, the animals come out in search of their
food.

The Gila monster is a poisonous lizard that
lives in the desert. It can store enough fat in
its body and tail to keep it alive for months at
a time without eating.




Several different types of bears live in the
cold northern regions.. The grizzly bear lives
as far north as Alaska, British Columbia and
the Arctic. It is a fierce meat-eater. It catches
and eats lots of fish. One of its favorite meals
is salmon, which it catches in the cold
Alaskan rivers.

Like most other bears, the grizzly finds a
cave, hollow log or other shelter and makes a
den in which to spend the winter months. In
the fall, it eats lots and lots of food, including
plants and berries. The food turns to fat that
keeps the bear alive during its winter-long sleep.




The grasslands are the home of some of the
biggest and fastest animals in the world. The
lion is known as “king of the beasts.” Male
lions have manes, or long flowing hair
surrounding their faces. Lions are very
sociable animals. They travel in groups called
prides. Prides often stay together for years.

Not all grassland animals are big. The
prairie dog, which lives in the grasslands of
North America, is only about one-foot long.
Prairie dogs dig long tunnels in the ground. At
the end of the tunnels they make their homes.
A prairie dog's home is made up of several
different rooms. One room is used for sleeping,
another for storing food. There are other
rooms as well.
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