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Much of the earth’s surface is covered with
water. This water is different in different
places. Some water is salty; some is not. Some
is very warm; some is very cold. Some is deep;
some is shallow. Some is very far away from
land; some flows right up against the shores.

Many different types of animals live in
water. There are animals that are so small
they cannot even be seen without a
microscope. And there are animals that are
the largest that have ever lived—even larger
than the dinosaurs! In different kinds of water
there are different kinds of animals.




Frogs are amphibians. Amphibians are
animals that spend part of their lives in the
water and part on land.

Most frogs lay their eggs in the water. They
lay as many as several thousand eggs at one
time. Many of these eggs will be eaten by fish,
insects and other water animals.

The eggs that do hatch produce tadpoles.
Tadpoles have round bodies and long tails.
They look very much like little fish. Tadpoles
cannot live outside the water, since, like fish,
they breathe through gills.

As a tadpole grows, its shape changes. Legs
appear and its tail gets shorter. Lungs develop,
and finally, its gills disappear. Then the little
frog hops out of the water and lives the rest of
its life on land. The change a frog undergoes
as it grows from a tadpole to a frog is called
metamorphosis.




Alligators are reptiles that live on the
shores of water where the climate is warm.
Alligators have eyes on top of their heads.
This allows them to keep their bodies beneath
the water and still see what is going on
around them. They have powerful tails that
help them swim in the water, and short,
strong legs that let them walk about on the
land.

When the weather becomes cold, alligators
hibernate. A hibernating animal goes into a
very deep sleeplike state. This protects the
animal from the cold. In the weeks before they
hibernate, animals eat lots of extra food. They
store this food as fat in their bodies. When
they hibernate, they use the stored fat instead
of eating. Alligators spend the winter months
hibernating at the bottom of deep holes,
buried in the mud or underwater.




Beavers are among the largest rodents in
the world. They are best known for their
paddlelike tails and very strong front teeth.
Beavers use these teeth to cut down trees.
Then they eat the bark and use the branches
to build and repair their homes.

A whole beaver family works together to
build a new home. They use wet mud from the
river bottom to glue logs, branches and rocks
together. They make a floor of mud and
stones. The top of a beaver home is above the
water, and underwater entrances and tunnels
lead in and out of a main room. This is where
the young beavers, called “kits,” are kept safe
and warm during the winter. The adults use
the tunnels to bring them food to eat.
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Some animals can't hibernate or build
homes that will protect them from the
changing weather. These animals sometimes
travel great distances, or migrate, to a climate
that is more comfortable for them and where
they will be able to find more food. Then,
when the season changes, they travel all the
way back to their summer homes.

The Canada goose, like all wild geese, is a
migratory bird that spend its summers in the
north and its winters in the south. Canada
geese fly in large groups, often making a great
V formation in the sky.

Seals are very strong swimmers. Northern
fur seals migrate from the Bering Sea, which
is between Russia and Alaska, as far south as
Mexico for the winter, then all the way back to
the Bering Sea for the summer. Some seals
spend half of the year traveling between their
summer and winter homes.




An octopus is an animal that lives in the
sea. It has eight arms called tentacles. On the
underside of each tentacle are many muscles
that act like suction cups. An octopus can use
these muscles to hold tightly to any object.

If an octopus is in danger, it squirts out a
dark inklike liquid. This ink clouds the water
so that the enemy can't see where the octopus

is hiding. The octopus can then escape to safety.

A mammal is an animal that feeds its
young with milk from the mother's body.
Mammals also have skin, usually covered with
at least some hair. People are mammals. So
are many of the animals that live on the land.
There are mammals that live in the sea as well.

A sea cow, or manatee, is a mammal that
can eat as much as 100 pounds of water
plants in a single day. Because of their big
appetites, manatees have occasionally been
used in South America to keep waterways free
of weeds.




Whales are very intelligent mammals that
live in the sea. The blue whale is the largest
animal that ever lived on earth. Like all
mammals, whales breathe through lungs, not
gills. A whale must travel to the surface of the
water to breathe. But whales can hold their
breath for very long periods of time—sometimes
longer than an hour.
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