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With the exception of George Washington, __ posters and campaign buttons. All of this
every President has belonged to a political : helps the voters get to know the people
party. A political party is a group of people . running for office.
who have the same ideas about how the _ There are usually two major political parties.
country should be run and what the Today, they are the Democratic Party and the
government should and shouldn’t do. : - Republican Party. There have been other

The political parties run the election g 4 major political parties in the past. There have
campaigns and work to get their candidate o o been lots of minor parties, too, like the
elected. Election campaigns can be very : : Know-Nothing Party and the Bull Moose Party,
exciting. There are speeches, parades, colorful i but no one from a minor party has ever been

' ~ elected President.




Ulysses Grant trained to be a soldier. He Theodore Roosevelt was one of the most

fought in many battles. During the Civil War, energetic and exciting Presidents. He was a
Grant was one of President Lincoln’s best Governor of New York, a police commissioner,
generals. He led Lincoln’s armies to victory. ~acowboy, a soldier, an explorer, and a writer.
Because of that, Grant was elected the 18th e He was just as busy as President, helping to
President. -~ make America stronger, healthier, and more
5 beautiful. Roosevelt won the Nobel Peace Prize

when he helped end a war between Japan and
Russia. He set up many national parks and
started the building of the Panama Canal.
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Jersey before he became President. He believed
America should fight in World War I because
he hoped that this would be the war to end all
wars. He wanted to make the world safe for
democracy.

After the war was won, Wilson tried to get
America to join the League of Nations, a group
set up to help stop wars. Congress refused to
let the United States join, and many countries
who did join did not follow its rules. Wilson's
hope that World War I would be the last world
war did not come true. Twenty years later
World War II began.

Woodrow Wilson was the Governor of New E
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When PRttt o ?ig e
he became ill with polio which left him unable |
to walk. This did not stop him from becoming
Governor of New York and then President. He
was elected President four times. No one else
has ever been elected more than twice.

When he became President, America was in
a terrible depression. Many people had no jobs
and no money. Factories, stores, and banks
closed. Roosevelt promised the country a “New
Deal” and led America out of the depression
by creating programs that helped give people
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jobs and security. Many of these programs are ﬁ‘ranklin 6\05‘

still helping people today.

Just as the Depression was ending, World
War II was beginning. Roosevelt led his
country through this awful time, too.
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Harry Truman was a member of Congress
when he was chosen, in 1944, to run as

Franklin Roosevelt's Vice-President. They won,

but 83 days after taking office for the fourth
time, Roosevelt died and Truman became

President. Four months later, World War II
ended.

At the end of the war the United States was
very strong. Truman used that strength to
help rebuild the countries that had suffered
and been badly damaged in the war.
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Like Ulysses Grant, Dwight Eisenhower was
a soldier. He was the commander of the
armies that fought in Europe at the end of
World War 1L

In 1952 the United States was fighting the
Korean War. Eisenhower ran for President and
promised that if the people elected him, he
would end the Korean War. He was elected
and kept his promise.

John Kennedy served in Congress
before becoming President. He believed
that everyone should work together to
make the world a better place. He
started the Peace Corps,which sent
American volunteers to poor countries
to help and to teach. Kennedy had many
ideas about how to make America better,
but before he could put his plans to work,
he was shot and died.
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Lyndon Johnson was John Kennedy’s
Vice-President. Johnson was a very skillful
politician and he had been a leader in
Congress for many years. As President, he
continued many of Kennedy’s programs and
started many new ones of his own. He
continued the Peace Corps and started VISTA,
which sent American volunteers to help in
poor sections in this country.

He believed the government should help
those who were not able to help themselves.
He worked for civil rights, health insurance, 36th President 642)
education, and support for the poor. His (1963-1969) QO @
program was called the Great Society. ..
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George
Washington

John Adams
Thomas

Jefferson

James
Madison

James
Monroe

John Quincy
Adams

Andrew
Jackson
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