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The United States has many interesting and some show us the roads that go from
places to visit. To be sure we don't get lost on here to there.
our trip, we'll need a map.

There are many different kinds of maps.
Some maps show us how high mountains are,
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There is one thing that every map
shows—the compass directions—north, south,
east and west. North is always at the top of
the map, south is at the bottom, east is at the
right and west is at the left. Now that you
know your directions, were off on our trip.




Let's start here in New York harbor with the A
Statue of Liberty, a symbol of freedom and
hope. The statue is copper, which has turned A
green from exposure to the weather. It is 151
feet tall and was a gift from the people of
France. The inside of the statue is hollow and
you can climb up to the top and look out of
the windows in her crown.

Years ago when most people came to this
country by boat, the tall, green lady with the
golden torch welcomed them.




From New York harbor were going to travel
west to Niagara Falls, the “Thunder of
Waters.” That's what the Neutre Indians called
these enormous waterfalls.

As the Niagara River tumbles over the falls,
it fills the air with a constant roar and a
silvery mist. The sun shining through the
mist makes beautiful rainbows.

There is so much water rushing over the
rock which forms the falls that it is actually
wearing away. Horseshoe Falls, on the
Canadian side, is wearing away at about three
feet a year. The power generated by all this
rushing water supplies electricity for many
homes and businesses. Niagara Falls is
between two of the Great Lakes.



Four of the Great Lakes—Superior, Huron,
Erie and Ontario—are between Canada and
the United States. The fifth, Lake Michigan, is
entirely inside the United States. They are the
largest group of freshwater lakes in the world.
You could stand on the deck of one of the
many big ships that sail on these lakes and
not be able to see the shore. You might think
that you were in the middle of the ocean.
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A little further west is the beginning of
another great highway for ships—the
Mississippi River. It starts as a small stream
in Minnesota. As the Mississippi River flows
south, other rivers join it and turn it into the
longest river in the United States. When it
finally reaches the Gulf of Mexico, the
Mississippi River will have crossed just about

the entire United States from north to south.
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Traveling east across the Gulf of Mexico, we
find the Kennedy Space Center at Cape
Canaveral, Florida. This space center was
named for John F. Kennedy, the 35th
President of the United States. In the gigantic
Vehicle Assembly Building, the huge rockets
are put together. Then very big tractors, called
crawlers, carry the rocket and its launch
tower to the launching pad.

10, 9, 8, 7, the countdown begins. 6, 5, 4,
connecting cables drop away. 3, 2, 1, blinding
bright flame, deafening roar and LIFT OFF! N _
Leaving a trail of flame and smoke, the rocket gl
flies off into space. While the rocket heads N :
toward the stars, we'll head north to visit the A
place where two brothers first learned to fly. '
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Wilbur and Orville Wright began working on
airplanes in a bicycle shop in Dayton, Ohio. In
order to learn how to fly them, the Wright
brothers needed a place with lots of wind to
help get the airplanes up into the air and soft
sand so that they could land safely. They
found both at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. On
December 17, 1903 Orville made the world’s
first powered, controlled flight in an airplane.

He flew for 12 seconds and traveled only 120 ft.
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Traveling north from Kitty Hawk, we come
to Washington, D.C,, the capital of the United
States. One important building there is the
White House, the official home of the
President of the United States. The first
President to live in it was John Adams. During
the War of 1812, the British burned the White
House. It was rebuilt, and, in 1817, President
James Madison moved in.
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West of Washington, in Kentucky, is
Mammoth Cave—part of one of the largest
underground system of caves in the world. It's
big enough to have rivers, lakes and waterfalls
inside it.

Caves like this take a long time to form.
Slowly, drop by drop, water dissolves away the
stone and builds up strange shapes. Icicles of
stone called stalactites hang from the ceiling,
and piles of stone called stalagmites, like
dribbled wet sand, rise up to meet them.

Until people discovered the caves and
brought light in, it was always dark. It was not
. necessary for the animals who lived down
® there to be able to see. As a result, many of :

E are blind. g b

On the next page is a map of the United
States. Starting with the Statue of Liberty, see
if you can repeat the trip we have just made,
traveling west, south, east and north across
the eastern half of the United States.
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