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" mountain, it hardly shows at all.

Have you noticed that things change? New
houses get built and old ones get painted a
new color. Trees get cut down and highways
get built up. Some of the changes happen
quickly and some happen slowly.

If you look at a mountain, you cant see it
changing—but it is. It may be growing taller,
or being worn down by the wind and rain. But
its happening very slowly, perhaps an inch or
two a year. Growing or shrinking an inch or
two in one year may be a lot if youre three
__feet tall, but if you're a thirteen thousand foot .o
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In the middle of the Pacific Ocean, 2,400
miles away from the mainland United States,
are the islands of Hawaii. These islands have
been made by volcanoes. At one end of the
islands, the volcanoes are old and quiet and
are slowly being worn away.

At the other end, the volcanoes are still
active. Fiery hot rock, so hot it has melted,
comes up from deep in the earth and builds
the volcanoes. The biggest of these volcanoes
is Mauna Loa, the largest active volcano in
the world. It is very exciting to watch at night §
when the melted rock, called lava, glows fieryj
red, yellow and orange. i




Engineers let just enough water out of Lake
Mead so that the Colorado River doesn't flood
in the spring or get too low in the summer. At
the same time, the water rushing through the
' huge turbines of Hoover Dam generates
| . enormous amounts of electricity.
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People can change the way the world looks, 8
too. Years ago, the Colorado River flooded the
farmland along its banks every spring. In the
summer, the river ran so low that the farms
dried up.

Hoover Dam, named for Herbert Hoover, the
3lst President of the United States, was built
to solve this problem. Taller than a sixty-story \
skyscraper, the Hoover Dam blocked the
Colorado River. All the water that was blocked §&
created Lake Mead, the largest man-made lake
in the world. '




Some places are famous for what is
happening there now, and some, like the
Alamo, are famous for what happened in the
past. Over 150 years ago, Texas was part of
Mexico. One of the most famous battles in the
Texas Revolution of 1836 was fought at the
Alamo. A small number of Texans fought a big
Mexican army. Although they lost this battle,
Texas did win the war. Today the Alamo,
which means cottonwood tree in Spanish, is a

museuin.

Museums are interesting because of what's
in them. A lake in Utah is interesting for the
same reason. There's more salt in the water of
the Great Salt Lake then there is in ocean
water.

Although a number of rivers flow into the
lake, none flows out. Instead, water leaves the
lake by evaporating. But, when water
evaporates, minerals—like salt—stay behind.
Now there is so much salt left in the lake that
you can float sitting up; you can't sink.




Sitting like a hat on top of Palomar
Mountain is a big domed building. Inside it is
the 200 inch reflecting telescope of the
Palomar Observatory. This telescope has a
big curved mirror that captures the light from
stars far off in space. In order to aim the
telescope at a particular spot in the sky and
keep it aimed there while the earth turns, the
whole dome, with the telescope inside it, turns
like a very big, very slow merry-go-round.
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"~ Yellowstone National Park, the biggest park
in the United States, is found in the Rocky
Mountains. The park is almost three times as
big as the entire state of Rhode Island. It gets
its name from the yellow rocks in some of the
large canyons.

Yellowstone, like Hawalii, was formed by
volcanoes. Today, heat from inside the earth
sends fountains of boiling water, called
geysers, high into the air. One geyser, "Old
Faithful,” goes off about every 65 minutes and
people come to watch it.

Yellowstone isn't all exploding geysers,
brightly colored rocks, and canyons. There are

_ forests filled with many different animals, and
also.a bea ful big lake. &

- W
R

-

P

.~

@ OO
~  Yellowstone ;> "
fNational Park . " .
E e o 2 o




————

Although people have left Yellowstone pretty Rio Grande means “big river” in Spanish.
much the way they found it, there is a The river starts in Colorado and ends up as
mountain in South Dakota that is the work of Sy, part of the border between the United States
both nature and people. Carved into the face and Mexico, where it is not really so grand. In
of Mount Rushmore are the portraits of four s many places it is just a shallow stream and
Presidents: Washington, Jefferson, Theodore : you can wade across it.

‘ Roosevelt and Lincoln. Each head is 60 feet tall
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